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Queen Elizabeth II (1926 – 1922) really 

was a stamp collector, and not only did 

she maintain the Royal collection, the 

Queen enhanced and developed this 

collection, as well as supported and 

encouraged the hobby. Inspired by her 

grandfather, King George V, Queen 

Elizabeth II took a real interest in 

organized philately.  

Like her grandfather she became, in 1952, the Royal Patron of the Royal 

Philatelic Society London, the oldest philatelic society in existence, and visited 

their Devonshire Place premises in 1969, and their new premises in Abchurch 

Lane in 2019. On both occasions it was clear that her interest was indeed 

genuine and not just formality or ceremony, those who were fortunate to have 

been at these two events are on record as saying precisely that. And how many 

stamp collectors do you know who have spent £250k on a cover?  Not many.  

 However, Queen Elizabeth II purchased the 

famous Kirkcudbright 1840 Penny Black first day 

cover in 2001, undoubtedly recognising its 

significance and no doubt the importance to the 

Royal collection. But don’t go thinking that the 

Queen threw money around because she had 

wealth, because nothing could be further from the 

truth, the purchase was paid for by the proceeds of 

a sale of duplicates from the Royal collection 

which occurred in the same year. 

 

The Queen has readily exhibited in the United Kingdom and overseas. She has 

generously allowed access to this fabulous collection – in fact such access has 
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never been so great as under her reign. This has aided the furtherment of the 

hobby by supporting specialists and experts to compare and study. 

If all this wasn’t enough to endorse the Queen’s credentials as a great collector, 

then one of the most telling tales is that according to commentators who speak 

with heads of state staying at Buckingham Palace, the Queen is proud of her 

stamps so much that she loves showing them off to visitors. What a beautiful 

picture to underpin our respect to, a magnificent Queen for Great Britain and a 

wonderful Queen of stamp collecting. To ‘The Queen of Stamps’.  

By Devlan Kruck (at David Feldman) 

 

The Queen of Stamps 
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 ٥٣٩١عام  -معايدات الكريسماس للقوات البريطانيةطابع 

 حناعادل 

 ١٩٣٥يهيى نًعبيذاث انكشيسًبس نهمٕاث انبشيطبَيت بصٕسة انجًم عبو  ٣اخش طببع يصذس يٍ فئت ال

 . كبٌ ببنٌٕ الأحًش

َفزث انكًيّ انًعشٔضت نهبيع بسشعّ فخى 

طهب كًيّ إضبفيّ عهى ٔجّ انسشعت يٍ 

نًطبعّ، ٔ حخى حجٓز انطبعت انثبَيت حى ا

حٕشيح عششة آلاف طببع يٍ فئت انمشش 

يهيى لإَمبر انًٕلف  ٣بخخفيض انميًت انى 

ٔ  ١٩٣٥ديسًبش  ١١ٔ عشضج نهبيع يٕ 

ديسًبش ٔصهج انطبعت انثبَيت  ١١فى يٕو 

 .يٍ طببع انجًم الأحًش انى يُبفز انبيع

 

طبعخيٍ ٔ ُْب أضع صٕسِ ٔاضحت نهفشق حيث اٌ الأنى نَٕٓب يعبَى كثيش يٍ انٕٓاة فى انخفشيك بيٍ ان

 . احًش لبَى بيًُب انثبَيت حًيم انى الأحًش انبشحمبني ٔ ايضبً نٌٕ  عجيُت انٕسق يخخهف لهيلً 

 .ٍالأٔنى بأكثش يٍ خًست أضعبف انثًٔ جذيش ببنزكش اٌ ثًٍ انطببع يٍ انطبعت انثبَيت أغهى يٍ 
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Egypt 1884 Provisional 20 Paras Surcharge 

 

By EPS member Yasser Omar 

* Cairo 2022 – Gold medal exhibit 
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The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that 

Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously 

translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections, 

with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question. 

 

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages 

and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the 

interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical 

circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon, 

handwritten annotations and talismanic markings. 

 

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item; 

front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall 

be happy to oblige as soon as possible. 

 

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items. 

egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.comEmail:  

 

 

mailto:egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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